FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 23, 2015

2015 AMBASSADOR OF THE ARTS

Professor WILLIAM ZUK
Each year, the Metchosin International Summer School of the Arts (MISSA) recognizes a
member of the British Columbia arts community who, through the calibre of their work and
commitment, have made a significant difference to the growth and development of the arts
and culture in our Province.
This year, MISSA has chosen Dr. William
Zuk, now Professor Emeritus in art
education at the University of Victoria,
as its 2015 AMBASSADOR of the ARTS.
Bill’s lifelong commitment to the arts
and arts education has helped to forge
meaningful connections across cultures
and generations, both here at home
and around the world.
Bill is an accomplished digital artist,
printmaker and sculptor who has spent decades exploring and recording his ideas in a
wide range of media. His experiences living on the prairies, in Arctic Canada, and the Pacific
Northwest Coast of British Columbia are evident in his use of colour, form and theme. With
over 200 published artworks, commissions and exhibitions, Zuk is recognized
internationally; his artwork has appeared across North America, in Europe, Russia and
Southeast Asia.
Bill began his teaching career among the Inuit of the Canadian Arctic and then in a
Tsimshian village in coastal British Columbia. Impassioned by a desire to learn about the
art and culture of indigenous people, he co-authored a series of textbooks with Don
Bergland and Bob Dalton that compared traditional and contemporary art forms. This work
had the support of elders and Aboriginal scholars.
Bill’s work has always focused on building community understanding and resiliency
through cultural sharing, from his award-winning work in the coordination of a Native
Indian Language Diploma Program, to the Community University Research Alliance (CURA)
work funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. Drawing
people and cultural communities together is a recurring direction in Bill’s art life, and what
makes him such a terrific choice as MISSA’s 2015 AMBASSADOR of the ARTS.
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MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA are invited to the Coast Collective Art Centre (3221 Heatherbell
Road) on Wednesday, March 25, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. to meet Dr. Bill Zuk along with a few art
teachers and students from the Sooke School District. They’re getting together to promote
excellence in arts education and a series of art shows happening on the West Shore during
the month of May. Light refreshments will be served.
This May will kick off with the region’s 2nd annual Children’s Art Exhibit – Fairies, Fantasy
and Folk Tales (May 6-10), followed by de·noue·ment (May 13-17), the final showcase of
middle/high school student art before the district’s grades are realigned with the opening
of two new high schools in September. Denouement is a noun which means the final part
of a play, movie, or narrative in which the strands of the plot are drawn together and
matters are explained or resolved ~ the perfect title for this milestone student art show.
Wrapping up May in the Coast Collective gallery will be Inspired by MISSA, an exhibit
celebrating the impact of 30 magical summers of international excellence in arts education.
That’s where we circle back to the career of Dr. William Zuk, whose contributions to British
Columbia arts will be publicly honoured at MISSA’s 2015 Celebration of the Arts Gala
Evening on Friday, June 26th at Pearson College UWC in Metchosin. Tickets for the gala will
go on sale April 1st.
For more info on MISSA’s intensive studio workshops and the Ambassador of the Arts Gala
Celebration, please visit www.missa.ca. For more news about the series of art exhibits
taking place at the Coast Collective Art Centre during the month of May, please visit
www.coastcollective.ca
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Media Contact:
Cindy Moyer, Executive Director,
Metchosin International Summer School of the Arts
Office: 250.391.2415 Mobile: 250.857.7821
Email: ed@missa.ca

Past MISSA Ambassadors of the Arts include:
Jack Shadbolt | Myfanwy Pavelic | Jack Wise | Murray Adaskin | Carole Sabiston, O.B.C. | Rosita
Tovell | Mavor Moore | Colin Graham | Fran Willis | PK Page | Bill West | Pat Martin-Bates | Walter
Dexter | Lorna Crozier, O.C. | Patrick Lane | Norman Yates | The Newman Family: Victor, Edith,
Marion and Carey | Martin Segger | Valdy | Robin Hopper | Shelagh Rogers

